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the imagination would no longer dwell upon the physical rela-
tion and its adjuncts, and swell this into one of the principal
objects of life; a perversion of the imagination and feelings,
which he regarded as one of the deepest seated and most per-
vading evils in the human mind.
In fact, he regarded sex much as I regard football. I have no
wish to forbid people to watch football matches, but I cannot
imagine why they do it, and I hope in time they will grow too
sensible to wish to do so. If I lived in a country where football
was thought wicked, and where the game was pkyed in secret
while every one pretended that it was unknown, I might be
driven to champion the cause of the oppressed footballer, but
without much enthusiasm. This represents the attitude of these
highly refined hedonists on matters of sexual morality.
The virtue which, in practice, they prized above all others,
was prudence. For this there were many reasons. One was
Malthus: to marry young and have a large family was the
cardinal crime, and only prudence could lead men to avoid it.
Another was the fact that, for those who had even a little
capital, profitable investment was easy, while for those who had
none life was very hard. Another, which affected all shades of
opinion, was fear of the French Revolution, and the feeling that
such events could only be prevented by keeping a tight hold
over the emotions and passions.
The Utilitarians had another virtue, closely allied to pru-
dence, namely intellectual sobriety. They reasoned carefully on
every subject of which they treated; they never imagined that
they knew things by the light of nature; they were seldom misled
by emotion; and although they were systematic, love of system
hardly ever led them into errors which they would not have
committed in any case. Much of this intellectual sobriety descends
to them from Locke. There is hi his Essay on the Hitman
Understanding a critical chapter headed 'Of enthusiasm/ which
is directed against Cromwellian sectaries. Intellectually, though
not politically, the Methodists occupied a similar position hi the
time of the Utilitarians. The Methodists knew all about the next
world, which they regarded as more important than our life here
on earth. The Benthamites knew nothing of such matters: they
were not atheists, but what came to be called agnostics. Where
there was no evidence, they suspended judgment—a practice as
admirable as it is rare.

